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ATLANTA, Georgia- Child abuse is never an easy subject to discuss. Hearing stories of children being hurt often causes a mixture of fear and anger or even opens the door to personal pain. But, what if you could stop child abuse from ever happening to another child?  Would it be worth a conversation?
In fact the U.S. spends about 3.4 billion annually for the immediate costs of child sexual abuse.  Long-term expenses and losses attributable to child sexual add $35 billion annually. In fact, except for murder, child sexual abuse is the most expensive victim crime in the U.S.
In Georgia, the direct and immediate costs of child sexual abuse are over $85 million dollars annually. The long-term costs and losses caused by child sexual abuse in Georgia are over $871 million dollars annually.

This has enormous socioeconomic impact on Georgia’s communities, because child sexual abuse is a root cause of many other devastating and expensive societal problems.  For instance, 60% of first teen pregnancies are preceded by an incident of child sexual abuse.  Young girls who are sexually abused are three times more likely to develop psychiatric disorders and/or substance abuse, suicidal thoughts and attempted suicide.
If we do not begin a dialogue about child sexual abuse, we will continue to shoulder an increasing economic burden as crime rates, teen pregnancies, and violence increases.  Most importantly, we will lose our most precious resource-our children.
Saving Our Children and Families, (SOCAF) Inc. is already having a new conversation about child sexual abuse in many DeKalb county communities and with key community stakeholders.  SOCAF, Inc. is partnering with the Georgia Center, who leads the state’s largest child sexual abuse prevention initiative.  
Saving Our Children and Families, SOCAF, Inc. invites you to share a new conversation about child abuse prevention-a special conversation that will educate and empower community thinkers like you on protecting children from harm.  Take part in the conversation at our Community Awareness Tour at the Holly Hill Subdivision Club House 3400 Holly Hill Parkway

Ellenwood, Ga 30294 on June 24th 6:30pm.
Saving Our Children and Families, Inc. is a 501c3 community-wide collaborative established in 2007.  Our mission is to provide education through awareness, prevention and intervention initiatives to our communities. We fulfill our mission by providing information, support and resources that enable individuals and families to keep children safe and to create healthier communities.  The foundation of our work is the empowerment of children, families and communities.

Our organization seeks to achieve the following goals:

· Significantly reduce the number of child sexual abuse cases in Georgia

· Provide age appropriate awareness, prevention and intervention resources throughout the education system and community at large

· Elicit the support of community and political leaders to enact stronger legislation against child sexual predators.

For more information about the Community Awareness Initiative at the Holly Hill Subdivision Club House 3400 Holly Hill Parkway Ellenwood, Ga 30294 on June 24th 6:30pm  please call DeQuanda Sanders at 678-480-6871 or email dequanda@savingourchildrenandfamilies.org to RSVP.  Deadline to RSVP: 6/21/2010 






